
	

	

NE 1B-2B middle school softball SOP game day guidelines 
 

03/30/2016 (1st Reading) 
 

o Base distance will be 60 feet with pitching mound 43 feet. 
 

o The recommended starting time for weekday double headers will be 3:30 p.m. 
 

o Every effort will be made to schedule all games in a double header format. Teams are allowed to play 10 games (5 double headers). 
 

o Games will be 7 innings or 1 hour and 45 minutes in duration. Teams will complete the inning they are in when they reach the 1 hour and 45 minute 
time limit. If a game is tied at the end of 7 innings or 1 hour and 45 minutes, each team will have one opportunity to score following the tie breaker 
rule. The last batter of the previous inning will be placed on 2nd base and the inning will be played until 3 outs are made. Each team will have 1 
inning. If the game is still tied, the game will end recorded as a tie. 
 

o Innings will have a 5-run limit with the exception of the last inning. In the last inning if the visiting team is tied or winning, they will only be allowed to 
score up to 5 runs as in previous innings. If they are behind at the start of the last inning, they will be allowed to score up to 5 more runs than the 
home team has at the start of the inning. The home team will then be allowed to score enough runs to tie or win. Example: If they home team trails 
by 9 runs in the last inning, they will have the opportunity to score 9 runs to tie or 10 to win. No Mercy Rule in effect since there is a 1 hour and 45 
minute time limit. 
 

o Batters may attempt to advance to first base when the catcher fails to catch the third strike before the ball touches the ground when; 
 

o There are fewer than two outs and first base is unoccupied at the time of the pitch, or 
 

o There are two outs and first base is occupied. 
 

o The home team will take infield 20 minutes before game time and the visiting team 10 minutes before game time. The host team will be designated 
as the home team for both games of a doubleheader. 
 

o Games called because of weather will be made up on the next available day upon mutual agreement between the involved schools excluding 
Saturday and Sundays. All games requiring a make-up will be completed at the original game site. 
 

o The dates of league games may be changed when common agreement is reached between schools involved. 
 

o There will be at least one registered official for all league softball games. 
 

o The head coaches of each team shall meet with the umpires before all contests to make sure all are aware of the unique rules associated with 
middle school football games. 
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“The Liberty School District will provide a safe, nurturing, and rigorous learning environment 
maximizing each student’s potential today, with tomorrow in mind.” 

 
Liberty School District encourages positive sportsmanship and behavior during today’s contest. 
Please encourage your athletes and coaches with positive comments and acts. What you do and 
say during the contest reflects on your team, school and community. Enjoy the game by being a 

good sport. 
 

For more information about Liberty Athletics, please visit our website at  
www.libertysd.us under Athletics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sporty's Game Rules 
 
Coaches 
Coaches shall strive to set an example of the highest ethical and moral conduct. 
Coaches shall actively enhance sportsmanship and citizenship. 
Coaches shall never place the value of winning above character or true health of player. 
Coaches shall give respect and support to officials. 
Coaches shall know the rules of the game and make every game a learning experience. 
 
Players  
Players shall respect the rights of others and treat them with courtesy. 
Players will be responsible for their actions by playing with integrity. 
Players will always do their best. 
Players will respect the laws of the community and state; they will play fair and follow the rules. 
 
Parents 
Parents shall take time out of their busy schedule to attend games. 
Parents shall cheer and encourage the players in a positive manner. 
Parents shall recognize good effort, teamwork and sportsman ship of all involved. 
Parents shall be supportive, win or lose. 
Parents shall respect the judgment of participants, coaches and officials. 
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Thanks and Go Knights, Go Lancers!!!  
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